Things Fall Apart

CHAPTER 8

1. How did Okonkwo react to Ikemefuna’s death?

2. Okonkwo says "But the law of the land must be obeyed." What do you think of that concept as it might apply to our laws? Must the law of the land be always obeyed?

3. What is his attitude toward his daughter Ezinma?
4. Obierika comes to visit him and console him, and to announce that suitors for his daughter are coming today.

5. Obierika announces that someone has died, his wife killed herself, no beating of drums.
6. Pride price and engagement rituals.
7. “As the men drank, they talked about everything except the thing for which they had gathered.” My engagement with Cena.
8. Customs and values – must be followed and obeyed. The customs of “others” are upside down. Some men pound foo-foo for their wives. “What is good in one place is bad in another place.”
9. Customs vs. Laws. 

a. Which do you think are more important?

b. Mormons.

c. What laws do you know that reflect customs? Mormons.

d. Should social customs and values be incorporated into a legal system?
10. Describe the process of how Obierika's daughter's engagement takes place? What are the short sticks used for? 

11. What's your opinion of this sort of an arranged marriage? 

12. Toward the end of this chapter there is a discussion of customs. 
13. What do they think of the customs of other cultures? 
14. What is good in one place is bad in another place. Some bargain like for a goat.

15. In some tribes children belong to their mothers. That’s as bad a shaving the woman on top when they make children.

16. And you? What attitudes do you have toward the customs of others?
17. At the end of this chapter the first reference to the white man is made. They have no toes? 

18. "white skin" euphemism for leprosy? Equivalent
