Things Fall Apart - Notes

CHAPTER 5

1. Feast of the New yam, before the harvest begins.

2. The Earth goddess Ani: source of fertility, judge of morality and conduct, in close communion with the departed fathers of the clan. Who is the judge of morality in Western culture?

3. Invite guests from far and wide. Eating and drinking all day and night.

4. What is Okwonko’s attitude toward feasts? Invites his wives’ relations. Prefers to work over celebration.
5. Okonkwo gets mad at his wife, beats her, tries to shoot her. OK tobeat wife during New yam festival.

6. The story of Ekwefi. Village beauty. Could not marry him, he was too poor. She ran away from her husband. What kind of a woman is she?
7. Describe the wrestling match. How does it compare to our sports events?
8. Why was Okonkwo fond of Ezinma? Beautiful like her mother.
