Things fall Apart – Chapter 4

CHAPTER 4

1. Okwonko has disdain for men without titles. Calls them “women”.
a. Looking at a king's mouth, one would think he never sucked at his mother's breast. 

b. Those whose palm kernels were cracked by a benevolent spirit should not forget to be humble.

2. Relationship between Okwonko and Ikemefuna, and with other family members. Does not show affection, only anger.

3. Should relationship be the same? Should a parent like his children? Equally?

4. Okwonko beats his wife during Week of Peace. She didn’t make him supper on time!
5. Punishment: she goat, one hen, cloth, cowries.

6. What is really the crime? Beating the wife, or not observing Week of Peace? 
7. “Your wife was at fault, but even if you came into your obi and found her lover on top of her, you would still have committed a great evil to beat her.”

8. What does it tell you about the values of the culture? “The evil you have done can ruin the whole village.” My neighbors. Should we all be responsible for the crimes/sins of others?

9. In former times a man would be dragged through the village until he died. “The custom was stopped because it spoiled the peace which it was meant to preserve.” 

10. How was Week of Peace celebrated? No work. People called on their neighbors, drank palm-wine. Prochka.

11. Preparation for planting yam.

12. “Yam stood for manliness, and he who could feed his family on yams from one harvest to another was a very great man indeed.” (2874)
