Things Fall Apart – Chapter 3

CHAPTER 3

1. Okonkwo’s father goes to consult the Oracle. Describe the Oracle. 
“No one had ever beheld Agbala, except his priestess.” Western Christian parallels – who can behold God? Priests, TV preachers? 
2. Symbolism of Mother Earth : bowels, respect/honor, womb
3. What function does it play? Are there any equivalents in Western culture?

4. Priestess of Agbala. Status of women in the culture. 

5. What ritual surrounded the Oracle? Many other religions require a ritual before entering a church or some other holy ground. Entrances in many medieval Orthodox churches very low, you can’t enter without bowing.
6. What advice did the Oracle give Okonkwo’s father?

7. Describe Unoka’s death. Swelling – Evil Forest.

8. Okonkwo goes to a rich man (nine wives, 30 children) to ask for a favor. Describe ritual. Kola nut. Okonkwo’s wine. 

9. What privileges are given to a man’s first wife? Wives drink wine in turn, from oldest to youngest.

10. Okonkwo borrows yam seed. First season not very successful.

11. QUESTIONS:

a. Where do people go to obtain advice for troubles? the future?  

b. What ritual surrounded seeing the Oracle?   

c. What advice did the Oracle give to Okonkwo's father?

d. How are diseased/dying people treated in the tribe? With respect to burial? 

e. p. 19 "As our people say, a man who pays respect to the great paves the way for his own greatness."  

f. What privledges are given to a man's first wife?

What was needed to approach Nwakibie for some yams?
