Things Fall Apart Notes

Chapter 21

1. Not everyone in Umuofia was against the new changes. They liked the new trading store, they could sell their palm oil kernels, much money flowed into the village.
2. Mr. Brown against zealous converts.
3. Mr. Brown well respected. Wanted to learn everything about the local religion. Did not believe in frontal attack of the religion.  Made friends with some of the great men of the clan.
4. What is the debate between Mr. Brown and Akunna all about?  One God (Chukwu) or many gods. True God vs. False gods.
“We approach a great man through his servants, but when his servants fail to help us, then we go to the last source of hope.”

Mr. Brown: “You said you are afraid of Chukwy. In my religion Chukwu is a loving father and need not be feared by those who do His will.”

Akunn: “But who is to tell His will?”

5.  Mr. Brown comes to the conclusion that a "frontal attack" on the native religion would not work. What did he decide to do instead? Which system do you think works better and why? What is a good way to attract converts? 

6. More people came to learn in his school. Religion and education went hand in hand. Jesuits. Gave away presents. Same in America. Good way to attract converts. Cena and Lydia case.
7. Nwoye is now Isaac and in college. Mr. Brown thinks Okonkwo should be proud. Okonkwo kicks him out.
8. According to the last paragraph of this chapter, why is Okonkwo deeply grieved? Okonkwo did not get much attention. He mourned for the warlike men of Umuofia, they had all become soft like women.
9. Religious conflicts:

a. Ireland: Protestant and Catholics

b. Iraq: Sunni and Shia

c. Russian: Orthodox and Protestants
