Things Fall Apart - Notes

Chapter 20

1. Okonkwo returns to his village.

2. How have things changed in Umuofia since Okonkwo left?

3. He had lost the chance to be the leader of the clan: The clan was alike a lizard; if it lost its tail it soon grew another.

4. Tragedy of his son, abomination. No longer my son. But had 5 other sons. Would bring them up differently.

5. Never stopped regretting Ezinma was a girl. Beautiful. She understood him most.

6. Church prospers. Sometimes worthy men would join, not just outcasts.
7. White man brings government.
8. District commissioner judged in ignorance. 
9. Why do you think the people think that the District Commissioner judged cases in ignorance?

10. Who were the court messengers, and what was the clan's attitude toward them? Arrogant, foreigners, high-handed.
11. Court messengers would bring men to him. They were hated.

12. What crimes had the prisoner's committed, and how were they treated in the prisons? 
a. Made to clean the compound – men of title. Indignity.
b. Is this a sign of a civilized society?
13. Some in prison for throwing away twins. Prisoners made to clean compound.

14. Messengers beat prisoners. Iraq case. Is this a sign of a civilized society?
15. Okonkwo wants to fight the white men. Obierika says it's too late. Why is it too late, according to Obierika? 
a. Our sons have joined the ranks of the strangers. Religion and government.

b. How can we fight when our own brothers have turned against us?
16. Okonkwo learns that a man has been hanged for killing another man over land dispute. Is that a good solution? How would they solve this problem?
17. Explain Obierika's comment regarding the white man: 
a. "He has put a knife on the things that held us together and we have fallen apart." 
b. How has the white man done this, and what things held the clan together?
