Things Fall Apart – Chapter 2

CHAPTER 2

1. Night superstitions:

a. Children warned not to whistle for fear of evil spirits.

b. Snake never called by its name because it would hear.

2. Village meeting – 9/11
a. Orator – powerful. Compare to statesman.

b. War - ultimatum
c. Vengeance

d. Resolution

e. Compare to western ways of dealing with such things.

3. Oracle and its role: war must be just.

4. Is this a good solution? Who benefits? Who loses?

5. What does Okonkwo fear the most? How is this reflected in his behavior? Rules with a heavy hand.

6. Describe his compound: 

a. Three wives, each her own hut

b. Medicine house: shrine of hiss personal god and ancestral spirits. How did he worship them? (page?)

7. QUESTIONS

a. What effect does night have on the people? What do they fear?

b. What is the nature of the conflict with Mbiano?

c. What is the purpose of the taking of Ikemefuna?

d. In what ways does Okonkwo overcompensate for his father’s weaknesses?

e. What is Okonkwo’s attitude toward women?

f. What is his attitude toward his son Nwoye?
g. What do you think are the advantages and disadvantages of the family structure?
