Things Fall Apart - Notes

Chapter 19

1. Traditional Umuofila custom can welcome an erring member once he has paid for his crime. 
a. What do we do? 
b. Treatment of released prisoners. 
c. How does our society treat released prisoners? 
d. Prisoners in Siberia. 
e. What's your opinion of such a custom? 
2. Okonkwo organizes a big feast to thank everyone. Why does Okonkwo organize a big feast? Who is invited? 
a. Thank his relatives

b. It was like a wedding feast

3. Proverbs:

a. I cannot live by the bank of a river and wash my hands with spittle.

b. He that has health and children will also have wealth.

c. An animal rubs its itching flank against a tree, a man asks his kinsman to scratch him.

d. A child cannot pay for his mother's milk.

4. In the last paragraph on page 2931 an elder explains why it is important for clansmen to get together. 
a. Why is it important to do so? 
b. Do you think it's important for large group of relatives in our culture to get together once in a while? 
c. Compare the bond of kinship in Ibo society and in ours. 
5. Eldest member of the clan: “I fear for you young people, because you do not understand how strong is the bond of kinship. (All celebrations and rituals involve entire family clans). 

6. Bond of kinship vs. new religion (Forsake your father and follow me).

a. Which is more important?

b. Why is there a conflict?

7. Important to speak in one voice. Comment

8. Abominable religion has settled.

9. A man can now leave his father and his brothers.

10. Man can now curse his fathers and his ancestors.
