Things Fall Apart Notes

Chapter 15
1. Obierika comes to visit.

2. The story of the destruction of the village of Abame.

3. The iron horse. Fear of the unknown. Man on bicycle, probably lost, looking for directions to a village.

4. Africans treat the white man’s language as mere noise, a mirror of how colonizers treated African languages. Our view of Chinese. Germans in Russia.

5. Oracle warns villagers to get rid of him. They kill him and tie his bicycle to a tree. Why?

6. What do you think is the real cause of the man’s death? Could it have been avoided?

7. What is the villager’s attitude toward foreigners and toward new technology?

8. British soldiers come and kill everyone at a market. Why, specifically? Is that a civilized way to deal with such crimes? Does a community deserve punishment for the crime of one individual? Germans, Turks and executions in villages. What would the US government do if the Russian dropped an atomic bomb on Detroit? Is that a civilized solution?

9. Proverbs: “Never kill a man who says nothing.” “There is no story that is not true.”
10. What’s Okonkwo’s comment?
