ENGL 2210


Things Fall Apart
Chapter 13

1. Drums announce the death to all the nearby villages. Compare to bells.

2. The egwugwu cult embodying the gods and spirits of the clan come out to participate in the funerary rites.
3. “The land of the living was not far removed from the domain of the ancestors. There was coming and going between them, especially at festivals and also when an old man died, because an old man was very close to the ancestors. A man’s life from birth to death was a series of transition rites which brought him nearer to his ancestors.”
4. Depiction of a funeral. Systemic introduction to the major rituals of Ibo life: Shouting, firing of guns, beating of drums, brandishing machetes
5. How does the egwugwu praise the dead man?

6. Read pp. 2914: He was rich, had three titles, fearless warrior, 
7. The beginning of Okonkwo’s tragedy. What is a tragedy and a tragic hero?
8. Ezeudu was the man who warned Okonkwo not to take part in his son’s killing.

9. His friend Obierika had warned him that the earth goddess did not smile on his participation in Ikemefuna’s death.

10. Okonkwo has killed before this. What makes this incident so serious, though it would be treated as mare accident under our law?

11. Crime against the earth goddess to kill a clansman. Must flee from the clan, can return in 7 years. Describe on p. 
12.  What is Okonkwo's punishment?

13.  Why does Okonkwo simply not refuse the punishment?

14.  How does this sort of punishment compare to the way we punish criminals? Would you accept or reject such a punishment for yourself? Why do you think our laws could not offer such a punishment?
15. Yams stored in Obierika’s barn.

16. Men dressed in garb of war set fire to Okonkwo’s compound. 

17. Cleansing the land which Okonkwo had polluted with the blood of a clansman.

18. “It was the justice to the goddess, and they were merely her messengers.”

19. Obierika: “Why should a man suffer so grievously for an offense he had committed inadvertently?” Tragedy. 
20. Obierika threw away his wife’s twin children. What crime did they commit? The earth goddess decreed they were an offense, so they must be destroyed. If not destroyed, her wrath was loosed on all the land and not just on the offender.

21. Proverb: A man cannot rise beyond the destiny of his chi. It was God’s will. Compare to: “When a man says yes, his chi says yes too.”
