Thing Fall Apart - Notes

CHAPTER 1

1. Okonkwo is famous. Why? How does one gain fame?

2. Okonkwo’s name means “stubborn male pride.

3. Okonkwo: physical description.
4. Importance of success for Okonkwo.
5. Contrast with his father: lazy, drunkard, in debt to his neighbors, loved music. He was a failure. Coward, could not bear the sight of blood.

6. Okoye comes to collect a deb tfrom Unoka. Describe reception. Goat skin. Kola nut. Who should break it first? Guest-host relationship. Civilization? To be civilized.

7. “Among the Ibo the art of conversation is regarded very highly, and proverbs are the palm-oil with which words are eaten.” (page?)

8. Simple task: Can I have my money back? Results in an entire ritual.

9. Wealth: Yams, number of wives, number of titles. Okonkwo had two barns full of yams, three wives and 2 titles.

10. QUESTIONS

a. What are Okonkwo’s characteristics: physical and personality?

b. What are the characteristics of his father?

c. What is the meaning of the line “proverbs are the palm-oil with which words are eaten.”

d. How would Okonkwo describe a successful man?

e. “A man was judged according to his worth and not according to the worth of his father.” How does this compare to the western view at the time?

f. “Age was respected… but achievement was revered.” Compare to western society.
